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Message from the Superior General 

 

 

 

“Then the other disciple, who had come first to the tomb, also entered and saw 

and believed. In fact, they had not yet understood the Scripture, that is, he had to 

rise from the dead.” Jn. 20.9 

“Easter is a holiday that goes to the heart!” Blessed Joseph Allamano 

 

Very Dear Missionaries, relatives, benefactors and friends; 

We are sharing the dramatic context marked by the pandemic in Asia, in Europe and in America, 

the sufferings of many frightened and confused people, without however taking our eyes off 

the commitment of our missionaries and collaborators alongside those who continue to live in 

the world in the discomfort and difficulties that existed before the epidemic. We express our 

strong concern for the arrival of the virus in other countries, especially in Africa, where we are 

working, so far largely spared but undoubtedly ill-equipped to manage such a dramatic situation, 

unprepared to fight the virus with a weak and obviously inadequate health system. 

It is a pregnant moment. In which one feels the precariousness of everything and where 

uncertainty prevails over the future. Never as in these days can we go back to understanding 

that we are all really connected. That we are responsible for the lives of others, and that 

consequently everyone’s behaviour can make the difference. For oneself and for others. After 

all, personal responsibility is the last and definitive barrier that can allow us to stop the virus. 

But also, the first and solid condition for rebuilding our future. Aware that in reality nobody ca 

save himself on his own, an authentic community is truly healed when it does not abandon any 

of its members. 

In the Gospels Jesus repeatedly uses the Aramaic word “Kum”, which means: get up! Walk! 

Go out! It is a magic word that smells of resurrection. Go out. Get back on moving. Here is the 

deep meaning of Easter: re-start living! 

We find hard to believe in the death of Jesus on the cross. Pain and death are part of life. To 

believe that Christ is risen is very difficult. Reason rebels. It is absurd. While on the passion of 

Jesus the Gospels provide us with many details (process, scourging, spitting, betrayals), on the 

resurrection instead, they are rather silent. 
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We will never know what happened on that Easter morning of two thousand years ago. In fact, 

the Gospels are not concerned to bring evidence to prove that Jesus was truly risen. Why? 

Because the resurrection is not demonstrated. Easter is an event to be experienced not to be 

explained. Believing is not the result of simple reasoning. To believe is to live. Belief in the 

resurrection is a lifestyle. It is a way of being. Easter is made of gestures, of smiles, of looks. 

John in his Gospel offers us as an example of a believer a woman: the Magdalene. An outcast, 

a prostitute. It is she who, first, on Easter morning, when it was still dark, runs to the sepulchre 

and then goes to announce to the disciples that Christ is risen. Magdalene believes because she 

was in love. She believed in life. She believed in the impossible. Her faith is born out of love. 

Magdalene also teaches us today that one can learn to believe only if one learns to love. 

In everyone’s life there are difficult moments and challenges to be faced. These days, a daily 

test is added to our whole world. What matters, however, is not the night, but how you go 

through it: if you see a light from afar, then you will go forward with courage and discover that 

darkness is not the last word. Jesus who rises, offers us a foretaste of light in the night we are 

experiencing. Let our existence be conquered and transformed by the resurrection! 

Easter is an invitation to never resign, to make room for hope, to put the little ones first in our 

daily attention, and to believe in brotherhood. Love and life are stronger than death. It is no 

coincidence that Easter always falls in the spring. Spring means buds, flowers, waiting, hope. 

It is an invitation to learn to live as risen people to continue our service of Consolation. 

 

Happy Easter of Resurrection to all! 

Courage and forward in Domino! 

________________________________ 

Fr. Stefano Camerlengo, IMC 

Superior General 
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